MERESN

-2 PRIDE 2026

Code of Conduct for Merton Pride 2026
(as of 2 June 2026)

This Code of Conduct is designed to uphold the values that make our borough’s
Pride celebration a safe, inclusive, and joyful experience for all. Whether you’re
attending, performing, volunteering, or partnering with us, your presence contributes
to a legacy of solidarity and visibility for LGBTQ+ communities. We ask that every
participant read and respect the guidelines outlined in this document. Together, we
can create a space where everyone feels empowered to be their fullest selves.
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1. Introduction

Merton Pride is a celebration of our borough’s rich diversity, rooted in community,
solidarity, and joy. To ensure that everyone feels safe, welcome, and able to be their
fullest selves, all attendees, performers, volunteers, partners, contractors, and staff
must abide by the following guidelines.

If you are a member of a Political Party and would like further guidance on attending
Merton Pride, please get in touch at pride@merton.lgbt.

2. Inclusion and Respect

Everyone deserves to feel at home at Merton Pride, regardless of who they are or
who they love.

e Treat every individual with kindness, dignity, and courtesy.

e Do not engage in or tolerate any form of discrimination or harassment based
on age, race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, class, gender identity, sexual
orientation, disability, appearance, language ability, immigration status, or any
other characteristic.

e Listen to and uplift voices from across the LGBTQ+ spectrum, especially
trans, non-binary people, and LGBTQ+ people of colour.

3. Consent and Personal Boundaries

Pride is about freedom and self-expression, always anchored in mutual respect.
e Always ask for and receive clear, enthusiastic consent before touching
anyone.
¢ Non-consensual or unwanted physical contact, including hugging, dancing, or
holding hands, is not permitted.

e Respect personal space and the right of others to say “no” at any time.
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Safe and Respectful Behaviour

Our collective safety depends on each person’s choices.

5.

Violence, threats, intimidation, or harassment of any kind will not be tolerated.
Stealing, vandalism, or other disruptive conduct undermines our community
spirit and is strictly prohibited.

Public sexual acts, indecent exposure, or overtly sexual behaviour in shared

spaces are not allowed.

Alcohol, Drugs, and lllegal Activities

Merton Pride must remain a secure environment for everyone.

Excessive intoxication that leads to disorderly or unsafe behaviour is
unacceptable.

The sale, possession, or use of illegal drugs on site is strictly forbidden.
Any criminal activity may result in immediate removal and referral to the

authorities.

6. Reporting Concerns

If you ever feel unsafe, threatened, or witness behaviour that breaches this Code,

please speak up.

Approach any Merton Pride committee member or uniformed security staff.
You can also flag concerns to first aid or event stewards at designated points
throughout Morden Hall Park and Merton Abbey Mills.

All reports are treated seriously and confidentially.
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7. Consequences of Breach

To preserve a welcoming atmosphere for all:
¢ Individuals or groups who violate this Code may be asked to leave the parade
or event immediately.
e Serious or repeated offences will be referred to the police.
e Merton Pride organisers reserve the right to bar future attendance by anyone

found in breach of these rules.

8. Celebrate and Enjoy!

Merton Pride is about embracing who we are and building stronger, kinder
communities. Your enthusiasm and respect for others will make this borough-

wide Pride a truly unforgettable day.

Merton Pride is more than a celebration—it’s a collective commitment to visibility,
safety, and solidarity. This Code of Conduct reflects the values that unite us: respect

for every identity, care for one another’s wellbeing, and joy in our shared community.

By attending, performing, volunteering, or partnering with Merton Pride, you are
helping to build a space where everyone can be their fullest, most authentic selves.
Your actions matter. Your voice matters. Together, we create a borough where Pride

lives not just for one day, but every day.

Thank you for honouring this Code, for showing up with love, and for helping make

history.

We look forward to standing together in solidarity and celebration!



